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The characteristics of Krishna 
are understood to be a storehouse 
of transcendental love. Although 
that storehouse of love certainly 
came with Krishna when He was 
present, it was sealed. But when 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came 
with His associates of the Panca-
tattva, they broke the seal and 
plundered the storehouse to taste 
transcendental love of Krishna. 
The more they tasted it, the more 

their thirst for it grew. 

Sri Panca-tattva themselves danced 
again and again and thus made 
it easier to drink nectarean love 
of Godhead. They danced, cried, 
laughed and chanted like madmen, 
and in this way they distributed 
love of Godhead.

– Sri Caitanya-caritamrita,Adi-lila 
7.20-22, Translation

SRI SRI PANCA-TATTVA

MAHA ABHISEKA 2019 
E n t e r i n g  i n t o  M a h a p r a b h u ’ s  L i l a

DEVELOPING 
MAYAPUR

VASANTA
PANCHAMI

G A U R A
P U R N I M A

Since Sri Sri Panca-tattva were 
installed in the Sri Mayapur 
Candrodaya Mandir in 2004, 
every 5 years They have been 
worshipped by an elaborate and 
ecstatic MahaAbhiseka. This year, 
2019, was the 15th installation 
anniversary of Sri Sri Panca-tattva 
and the largest Maha Abhiseka yet. 
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time arrived, the altar curtains 
finally parted, and the devotees 
saw the forms of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, Sri Nityananda 
Prabhu, Sri Advaita Acarya, Sri 
Gadadhara Pandit, and Sri Srivas 
Thakura shining golden in Their 

simple white abhiseka attire, there 
was a roar that seemed to shake the 
foundations of the building. 

Approximately 12,000 liters of 
liquid were used to bathe Sri Sri 
Panca-tattva. Devotees watched in 
rapture as the Lords were bathed 
in approximately 8,000 liters of 
water, 800 liters of milk, 300 liters 
of yogurt, 500 liters of sugar syrup, 
250 liters of honey, 300 liters of 
ghee, 600 liters of various fresh 
fruit juices, 350 liters of flower 

water, 100 liters of coconut water, 
and 250 liters of water scented 
with flower essences. The colorful 
liquids colored the Lords’ forms 
with various hues as they streamed 
down Their forms and onto the 
altar, where a group of young 
gurukula students continually 
guided the caranamritaoff of the 
altar and into pipes constructed for 
its collection. 

Each of the Deities was served by 
four pujaris and four assistants, 
with the additional help of many 
of the senior devotees who were 
present. In addition to bathing 
the Deities with the many 
different liquid substances, the 
pujaris covered the Lords’ forms 
with approximately ten kilos of 
sandalwood paste, 20-30 kilos 
of sesame paste, and 15 kilos of 
various auspicious and herbal 
powders which beautifully filled 
the air and settled onto the Lords’ 
forms. For the grand finale of the 
abhiseka, the Lords were showered 
in what seemed a never-ending 
amount of fragrant flower petals. 
The pujaris blissfully showered 
the Deities with colorful petals 
from approximately 30,000 roses, 
15,000 marigolds, 5,000 dahlias, 
and 50,000 rajani(tuberoses). 
A veritable mountain of flower 
petals rose around the Deities feet, 
reaching towards Their thighs.  

Throughout the three and a half 
hour event, devotees were led in 
ecstatic kirtan by devotees such as 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, 
His Holiness Lokanath Swami, 
and His Holiness Bhakti Vaibhava 
Swami. 

More than one devotee commented 
that the experience of Maha 
Abhiseka led them to reflect on 
the fact that Lord Caitanya’s 
pastimes are indeed ongoing, and 
devotees serving in His sankirtana 

Devotees from around the globe 
began pouring into Sri dhama 
Mayapur in the days leading up 
to Panca-tattva’s Maha Abhiseka 
on the 1st of March. Taxis, buses, 
trains, boats, and even helicopters 
delivered devotees to Mayapur as 
thousands flooded the holy dhama 
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, eager 
to see His most auspicious Maha 
Abhiseka. 

Preparations for this Maha 
Abhiseka were extensive, and all 
devotees received the opportunity 
to participate. 8000 liters of Ganges 
water were needed for the abhiseka, 
and the water was transported day 
by day, devotee by devotee, pot 
by pot, by approximately 2,500 
devotees over the course of one 
week. Devotees were so eager to 
bring Ganges water for the Lord’s 
bath that even after the large 
water drums where the water was 
stored were filled and overflowing, 
devotees continued to bring water. 

The organizers of the festival spent 
weeks, if not months, planning and 
preparing for the event. Their task 
was not only to arrange for the 
Lord’s abhiseka, but to facilitate 
thousands of devotees and pilgrims 
to witness the abhiseka. One step 
the organizers took to allow a 
greater number of devotees to 
view the abhiseka was the removal 
of a portion of the back wall of 
the Panca-tattva temple hall. This 
allowed devotees to directly view 
the abhiseka from the courtyard 
outside the temple. 

The morning of abhiseka saw 
devotees crowding eagerly to the 
temple even before mangal-arati 
began, eager to see the Lord and to 
wait for Maha Abhiseka. Devotees 
waited outside the Panca-tattva 
temple hall for hours, eagerly 
awaiting the start of MahaAbhiseka 
at 8:00 a.m. When the auspicious 
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movement are directly involved in His lila. Maha Abhiseka was not something of this world, but a transcendental 
lila of the Lord’s that allowed His devotees to witness and in some way experience the profound ecstasy of 
Mahaprabhu’s lila. 

In distributing love of Godhead, Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates did not consider who was a fit 
candidate and who was not, nor where such distribution should or should not take place. They made no 
conditions. Wherever they got the opportunity, the members of the Panca-tattva distributed love of Godhead.

Although the members of the Panca-tattva plundered the storehouse of love of Godhead and ate and distributed 
its contents, there was no scarcity, for this wonderful storehouse is so complete that as the love is distributed, 
the supply increases hundreds of times.

– Sri Caitanya-caritamrita,Adi-lila 7.23-24, Translation
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Jayapataka Maharaja and worked 
his will through them.

The devotees living in the building 
with Prabhupada considered 
themselves menial servants in 
Prabhupada’s personal house. Of 
course, all the buildings in 
ISKCON belonged to Prabhupada, 
yet in Mayapur that sense 
was intensified. Generally the 

devotees in each particular center 
would raise money to support their 
center, but Prabhupada personally 
took charge of getting funds for 
Mayapur. He had begun a Mayapur-
Vrndavana Trust Fund of donations 
from his disciples and interest 
from bonds and security deposits. 
If money was misspent, energy 
misused, or the building damaged 
in any way, Prabhupada would 

become very concerned. Now that 
he was personally on the scene, he 
often walked about, giving detailed 
instructions and demanding that 
discrepancies be corrected. The 
pink and reddish building was 
like a huge transcendental ship, 
and Srila Prabhupada, as captain, 
would walk the wide verandas, 
giving strict orders to all mates for 
keeping everything shipshape.

One day Prabhupada was walking 
on the veranda near his room. The 
other rooms were locked, and 
as Prabhupada walked alone, he 
would open the window shutters 
and look in. Suddenly he turned 
to Satadhanya, who waited on call 

Mayapur
June 1, 1973

Although the Mayapur building 
was not yet completed, Prabhupada 
had come there to reside. He took 
two adjoining rooms, one as his 
study and one as his bedroom, 
on the second floor. Meanwhile, 
construction work continued in 
the temple room and in other parts 
of the building. On Prabhupada’s 
first day there, a storm struck, 
with massive black clouds and 
high winds. The storm was 
brief, however, and damage was 
minimal.

“I have just now come to Mayapur 
and am very hopeful to regain my 
strength and health on account 
of being in this transcendental 
atmosphere. Every moment we are 
passing here in great delight.”

In the evening the temple pujari, 
Jananivasa, would come to 
Prabhupada’s room with a clay pot 
of red coals and frankincense and 
fan the frankincense until the room 
was filled with smoke. This was to 
drive out insects, but Prabhupada 
also considered it purifying.

Although he was sometimes 
disturbed by the workers’ 
hammering, he found the 
atmosphere otherwise peaceful. 
Only a few devotees were staying 
there, and Prabhupada gave his 
attention to translating or to 
speaking with guests and to the 
devotees in charge of developing 
his Mayapur center. He would 
express his desires especially 
to Bhavananda Maharaja and 

DEVELOPING MAYAPUR
Excerpt from Śrīla Prabhupāda-līlāmṛta by Satsvarūpa dāsa Goswāmī, Vol. 5: Let There be a 

Temple: India /Around the World 1971-1975, Chapter 42
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nearby. “The fan is going on inside, and this room is empty and locked,” Prabhupada said. “Who has done 
this?” Satadhanya didn’t know. “Whoever has done this,” Prabhupada said, “is a rascal! He should know 
he is a rascal!” For two days after, Prabhupada continued to refer to the incident with disgust.

One day, after a huge wind and rain storm, water covered the twelve-foot-wide marble veranda outside 
Prabhupada’s room. Bhavananda Goswami, taking a large squeegee a devotee had made, began cleaning 
the marble floor, and SrilaPrabhupada came to his door to watch. “This is the way to clean marble,” 
Prabhupada said. “Don’t polish it with wax, but just keep plenty of fresh water and every day in the 
morning wipe it off. In this way the marble will become naturally polished and will shine like glass.”

Prabhupada felt affection and deep gratitude for those devotees dedicating their lives to the Mayapur 
project. One night he called Bhavananda to his room and began asking him about the devotees. Suddenly 
Prabhupada began crying. “I know it is difficult for all you Western boys and girls,” he said. “You are 
so dedicated, serving here in my mission. I know you cannot even get prasadam. When I think that you 
cannot even get milk and that you have given up your opulent life to come here and you do not complain, 
I am very much indebted to all of you.”

“When I think that you cannot even get 
milk and that you have given up your 
opulent life to come here and you do 
not complain, I am very much indebted 
to all of you.”
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In 2019, kirtan is readily available 
anywhere in the world. Kirtan is 
daily performed in temples and 
on the streets across the globe. 
Every year, more kirtan events are 
held, some drawing hundreds of 
thousands. Kirtan recordings and 
albums are available online at any 
time. Even so-called mainstream 
culture in the Western world is 
embracing kirtan as a form of 
meditation in the music and yoga 
scene. 

Kirtan is now available for all. But 
it wasn’t always like this. Before 
the 15th century, the chanting 
of God’s own holy names was a 
sacred activity reserved for the 
highest of ecclesiastic society in 
the inner sanctums of temples. 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who 
appeared in West Bengal, India, 
in 1486, inaugurated a revolution 
when He took the chanting of 
Krishna’s holy names to the streets. 

Lord Caitanya predicted: 
prthivite ache yatanagaradigrama
sarvatrapracarahaibe mora nama

“In every town and village, the 
chanting of My name will be 
heard.” (Caitanya-bhagavata, 
Antya 4.126)

Not only would kirtan be chanted by 
those other than caste brahmanas, 
but it would be chanted in every 
town and village of the world. And 
this is so: the public chanting of 
the holy names is now practiced 
all over the world. 

Sridhama Mayapur is the place 
where the sankirtana movement, 

the movement of public and 
congregational chanting of 
the Lord’s names, began. It is 
considered to be the spiritual 
capital of the world. 

Not long ago, Mayapur was little 
other than a collection of rice fields 
in a remote area of West Bengal. 
At that time, the great saint 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura expressed 
the following desire: “When will 
that day come when the fair-
skinned foreigners will come to Sri 
Mayapur-dhama and join with the 
Bengali Vaisnavas to chant Jaya 
Sacinandana, Jaya Sacinandana? 
When will that day come?”

That day has arrived. In Sridhama 
Mayapur, the birthplace of the 
worldwide sankirtana movement, 
the Lord’s holy names are now 
chanted daily by people from over 
60 countries of the world. 

It is only appropriate that one of 
the world’s largest kirtan events 
takes place every year in Sridhama 
Mayapur. ISKCON Mayapur’s 
annual Gaura-purnima festival has 
been celebrated every year since 
1972, drawing thousands of visitors 
from around the globe. In 2012, 
an annual Kirtan Mela was added 
to the Gaura-purnima festivities. 
For four days, for ten hours a day, 
followers of Lord Caitanya from 
around the world join together to 
chant the holy names of the Lord 
congregationally. 

This year was the eighth annual 
Mayapur Kirtan Mela. Thousands 
of devotees crowded the Sri 
Mayapur Candrodaya Mandir and 
raised their arms and their voices 
in front of the most merciful 

Deities of Sri SriPanca-tattva. 
Kirtan leaders included HH 
Lokanath Swami, HH Radhanath 
Swami, HH BB Govinda Swami, 
HH Niranjana Swami, and many 
others.

“The Krishna consciousness 
movement has established its 
center in Mayapur, the birth site 
of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
to give men the great opportunity 
to go there and perform a constant 
festival of sankirtan-yajna.”
 (Srila Prabhupada, Srimad-Bhagavatam 
5.19.24 Purport)

Devotees from 60+ Countries Chant Together 
in the Birthplace of Sankirtana
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After nearly a month of festivities 
leading up to it, Gaura Purnima 
day itself finally arrived on 
March 21st, 2019. Thousands of 
pilgrims visited the Sri Mayapur 
Candrodaya Mandir on this day to 
take darshan of the Lord. 

The Deities were offered a new 
outfit and Their altars elaborately 
decorated with flowers. Kirtan 
went on throughout the entire day. 

In the afternoon, Lord Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu was taken 
on procession from the temple to 
a festival pandal set up in a large 
field beside the temple. Here, there 
was ample space for the thousands 
of devotees to view Mahaprabhu’s 
abhishek. 

The abhisek of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu went on for hours. 
While the abhishek went on, the 
assembled devotees were led in 
ecstatic kirtan by His Holiness 

Indradyumna Swami, His Holiness 
Niranjana Swami, His Holiness 
Sivarama Swami, and His Holiness 
Bhakti Bhringa Govinda Swami.

The day’s festivities concluded 
with a feast and more kirtan!

Srila Prabhupada said in a letter 
to Tamal Krishna Goswami in 
1973, “The best time and place 
is Mayapur on Lord Caitanya’s 
Appearance Day. That is not only 
the best for me but for everyone. 
Mayapur is meant for that. If 
possible all devotees from all our 
centers should go… at that time.”

SRI GAURA PURNIMA
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REMEMBERING KRISHNA AS SPRING BEGINS 

SRI VASANTA PANCHAMI
The spring season is considered to 
be the best of all seasons, for its 
attractive qualities are especially 
pleasing to Lord Krishna. Krishna 
Himself states in the Bhagavad-
gita: “Of seasons I am flower-
bearing spring.” (10.35). Srila 
Prabhupada comments in his 
purport to this verse, “Of course 
spring is a season universally liked 
because it is neither too hot nor 
too cold, and the flowers and trees 
blossom and flourish. In spring 
there are also many ceremonies 
commemorating Kṛṣṇa’s pastimes; 
therefore this is considered to be 
the most joyful of all seasons, 
and it is the representative of the 
Supreme Lord Kṛṣṇa.” (Srila 
Prabhupada, Purport to Bhagavad-
gita 10.35) 

The arrival of the spring season 
is celebrated in Vrindavana and 
in Mayapur as Vasanta Panchami. 
This day, which falls on the 
fifth day of the waxing moon, is 
considered to be the first day of 
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spring and this festival is one 
of the most extraordinary in the 
spring season. On this day, the 
freshness and brightness of the 
spring season are emphasized 
by the prominence of the color 
yellow. In many temples, the 
Deities are dressed in yellow 
clothing and offered an abundant 
variety of yellow flowers and 
fresh green leaves, and many of 
Their devotees also dress in festive 
yellow garments.

In ISKCON Mayapur, the Vasanta 
Panchami darshanof Radha 
Madhava and Their Asta-sakhis 
is one of the most beautiful in the 
entire year. Each year the Deities 
are dressed in new garments 
created especially for this day. 
The opulence of Their new 
clothing comes not from elaborate 
embroidery and shining stones 
but from the delicate beauty of 
fresh flowers. A variety of yellow 
flowers decorate Their clothing 
and are fashioned into fragrant 
jewellery. Their altar, completely 
covered with arrangements of 
flowers and creepers, appears as if 
it is the personification of the spring 
season. Even the gopistake on the 
hue of this season: Their white 
forms are colored with saffron until 
They glow golden. Amidst this 
array of vibrant yellow, Madhava’s 
dark form stands out like a jewel in 
a golden necklace. 
The arrival of the spring season 
is especially celebrated because 
of the rasa-lilapastimes enjoyed 
by Krishna and the gopisduring 
this season. It is described by 
Rupa Goswami in Sri Vidagdha-
Madhava, “Springtime had arrived, 
and the full moon of that season 
inspired the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, who is complete in 
everything, with new attraction 
to meet the beautiful Srimati 
Radharaṇi at night to increase the 
beauty of Their pastimes.”

How wonderful it is that in 
Krishna consciousness, even 
the arrival of a new season 
offers the opportunity to 

meditate on the sweetness of 
Krishna’s pastimes.
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BOWLS OF KITCHARI DISTRIBUTED
99,000

NUMBER OF VISITING PILGRIMS
 3,660,930 

NUMBER OF VISITORS STAYING IN 
MAYAPUR GUESTHOUSES

219,000 

SANKIRTAN  BOOK POINTS
175,988 

NUMBER OF NEW BHAKTAS JOINED

0

NUMBER OF PLATES
OF PRASAM DISTRIBUTED

1,509,246
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Zero waste 
website

• The Mayapur 
Administrative Council 
appreciates and thanks 
the Zero Waste Mayapur 
Team for their ongoing 
efforts in keeping the 
Dham Clean and give’s 
its supportfor the new 
website 
www. zerowastemayapur.com

4G Tower 
Installation
• Reliance JIO 
company requested to 
install a few 4G towers 
on the campus. 
Resolved:The request 
will be politely declined 
and furthermore 
theMayapur Community 
Sevaks is advised to 
create awareness about 
the health hazards 
amongst the community 
members in regard to 
giving permissions for 
the installation of 4G 
towers on their private 
properties.
Security

 Security
• The Mayapur 
Administrative Council 
gives its full support 
to Head of the Security 
department, HG 
AloyGovindaPrabhu, in 
implementing rules passed 
by the management and 
thanks him for the steady 
service in maintaining and 
improving security on the 
campus.

• All MAC members 
are requested to talk 
to their division heads 
to ensure that proper 
channels for recruitment 
of new devotees/staff 
are followed as well 
as for the engagement 
of security for the 
divisional needs.

•  An Isthagosthi will 
be organized to explain 
to the community the 
role of Security division.

• Security division 
representative is 
requested to come for 
the MCS meetings.

• Presentation to 
MDC about the role of 

security will be done by 
Security division.

Vote of 
thanks

• The Mayapur 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Council thanks 
HGDevakinandanPrabhu 
for bringing an important 
team of industrialists 
that will play a role in 
development of ISKCON 
Mayapur.

Gas Godown/
Workshop 
shifting

•Gas Godown/workshop 
will be shifted to the brick 
factory on the Gammon 
road. The shifting will 
be announced to the 
community timely.

MDC Chair and Vice chair
• Resolved: The 

NUMBER OF PLATES
OF PRASAM DISTRIBUTED

1,509,246

Management
Notification

As Reported by Mayapur 
Communication Office
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MDC Chair 
and Vice 

chair
Mayapur Administrative 

Council approves 
the selection  of  H.G 

Naresvara Prabhu 
(ACBSP) as the new 
Mayapur Divisional 
Council Chairman 

and Jagatguru-Jayadev 
Prabhu as the new 

vice-chairman. 

Goshala 
road repair
To accommodate the 
increasing number of 
visitors to the ISKCON 
Mayapur Goshala, the 
road will be widened.

G r i h a s t a 
road fixing
To facilitate the daily 
community members 
commuting through the 
Road from grihasta para 
to goshala, the road will 
be reconstructed with 
tar and made into an 
asphalt Road.

Srila Prabhupada’s  
daughter-in-law

S r i l a P r a b h u p a d a ’ s 
daugher in law (wife 
of HG Vrindavan 
Chandra Prabhu) will 
be provided with a free 
accommodation while 
herstay in Mayapur.

Sri Radha 
Madhava stage

 No children will be 
allowed on Sri Radha 
Madhava stage after 
Nrisimha Caturdasi. 

Helicopter 
service

A Private company is in 
discussion with ISKCON 
Mayapur for helicopter 
service between Kolkata 
and Mayapur. The Mayapur 
Administrative Council is 
working with the company on 
the possibilities of this service.

CCTV cameras in 
Srila Prabhupada 

Samadhi

To increase security 
measures, The Mayapur 
Administrative Council 
approves the installation 
of CCTV cameras in 
Srila Prabhupada’s  
Samadhi temple. 
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“He Built a House in Which the Whole World Can Live"

“We must have a temple at Mayapur. If every one of us possess a temple there, 
the importance of Sridhama Mayapur will automatically increase and we must 

have this ideal in view always”
- 1947 to 1965 Correspondence Letter to Gosvami Maharaja written from Delhi
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